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Whereas the only way currently available
to be certain of an endometriosis diagnosis is
to have a surgical procedure known as a
laparoscopy;

Whereas the primary symptoms of endo-
metriosis include pain and infertility, and
many women with endometriosis live with
debilitating, chronic pain;

Whereas symptoms of anxiety and depres-
sion are common among women with the
endometriosis, with reported rates as high as
75 to 90 percent;

Whereas, although endometriosis is one of
the most common gynecological disorders in
the United States, there is a lack of aware-
ness and prioritization of endometriosis as
an important health issue for women;

Whereas women can suffer for up to 10
years before being properly diagnosed;

Whereas approximately 75 percent of
women with endometriosis experience a mis-
diagnosis;

Whereas endometriosis is 1 of the 3 main
causes of female infertility, and between 30
and 50 percent of women with endometriosis
experience infertility;

Whereas health care providers must focus
on managing the symptoms of endo-
metriosis, which may include in vitro fer-
tilization (IVF), low-dose oral contracep-
tives, intrauterine devices (IUDs), pain-
killers, including nonsteriodal anti-inflam-
matory drugs (NSAIDs), and gonadotropin-
releasing hormone (GnRH) agonist therapy;

Whereas endometriosis is associated with
increased health care costs and poses a sub-
stantial burden to patients in the health
care system;

Whereas, in the United States, the esti-
mated average direct health care cost associ-
ated with endometriosis per patient is more
than $13,000 per year;

Whereas 40 percent of women with endo-
metriosis report impaired career growth due
to endometriosis, and approximately 50 per-
cent of women with endometriosis experi-
ence a decreased ability to work;

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention found that the average num-
ber of ‘“‘bed days’ for patients with endo-
metriosis was 18 days per year;

Whereas women with endometriosis can
lose 11 hours per workweek through lost pro-
ductivity;

Whereas the physical and psychological
impact of endometriosis affects all domains
of life, including social life, relationships,
and work;

Whereas medical societies and patient
groups have expressed the need for greater
public attention and updated resources tar-
geted to public education about this unmet
health need for women;

Whereas there is a need for more research
and updated guidelines to treat endo-
metriosis;

Whereas there is an ongoing need for addi-
tional clinical research and treatment op-
tions to manage this debilitating disease;
and

Whereas there is no known cure for endo-
metriosis: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 2022 as
metriosis Awareness Month”’;

(2) recognizes the importance of endo-
metriosis as a health issue for women that
requires far greater attention, public aware-
ness, and education about the disease;

(3) encourages the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, the Secretary of Defense,
and the Secretary of Veterans Affairs—

(A) to provide information to women, pa-
tients, and health care providers with re-
spect to endometriosis, including available
screening tools and treatment options, with
a goal of improving the quality of life and
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health outcomes of women affected by endo-
metriosis;

(B) to conduct additional research on endo-
metriosis and possible clinical options; and

(C) to update information, tools, and stud-
ies currently available with respect to help-
ing women live with endometriosis; and

(4) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to the Secretary of Health
and Human Services.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 561—DESIG-
NATING THE FIRST WEEK OF
APRIL 2022 AS “NATIONAL AS-
BESTOS AWARENESS WEEK”

Mr. TESTER (for himself, Mr.
DAINES, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. PADILLA,
and Mr. CARPER) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 561

Whereas dangerous asbestos fibers are in-
visible and cannot be smelled or tasted;

Whereas the inhalation of airborne asbes-
tos fibers can cause significant damage;

Whereas asbestos fibers can cause cancer,
such as mesothelioma, asbestosis, and other
health problems;

Whereas symptoms of asbestos-related dis-
eases can take between 10 and 50 years to
present themselves;

Whereas the projected life expectancy for
an individual diagnosed with mesothelioma
is between 6 and 24 months;

Whereas little is known about late-stage
treatment of asbestos-related diseases, and
there is no cure for those diseases;

Whereas early detection of asbestos-re-
lated diseases might give some patients in-
creased treatment options and might im-
prove the prognoses of those patients;

Whereas, although the consumption of as-
bestos within the United States has been
substantially reduced, the United States
continues to consume tons of the fibrous
mineral each year for use in certain prod-
ucts;

Whereas thousands of people in the United
States have died from asbestos-related dis-
eases, and thousands more die every year
from those diseases;

Whereas, although individuals continue to
be exposed to asbestos, safety measures re-
lating to, and the prevention of, asbestos ex-
posure have significantly reduced the inci-
dence of asbestos-related diseases and can
further reduce the incidence of those dis-
eases;

Whereas thousands of workers in the
United States face significant asbestos expo-
sure, which has been a cause of occupational
cancer;

Whereas a significant percentage of vic-
tims of asbestos-related diseases were ex-
posed to asbestos on naval ships and in ship-
yards;

Whereas asbestos was used in the construc-
tion of a significant number of office build-
ings and public facilities built before 1975;

Whereas people in the small community of
Libby, Montana, suffer from asbestos-related
diseases, including mesothelioma, at a sig-
nificantly higher rate than people in the
United States as a whole; and

Whereas the designation of a ‘‘National As-
bestos Awareness Week’ will raise public
awareness about the prevalence of asbestos-
related diseases and the dangers of asbestos
exposure: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the first week of April 2022
as ‘“‘National Asbestos Awareness Week’’;
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(2) urges the Surgeon General to warn and
educate people about the public health issue
of asbestos exposure, which may be haz-
ardous to their health; and

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Office of the Surgeon General.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 562—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 24, 2022, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL WOMEN IN AGRI-
CULTURE DAY”

Ms. ERNST (for herself, Ms. SMITH,
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. FISCHER, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Ms. LUMMIS, Ms. COLLINS, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mrs. CAPITO, Ms. BALDWIN,
Mrs. BLACKBURN, Ms. WARREN, Ms.
SINEMA, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. HASSAN, Ms.
ROSEN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BRAUN, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. LUJAN, Mr. WARNOCK, Mr.
THUNE, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. HOEVEN,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mr.
MORAN, Mr. RISCH, Mr. TESTER, Mr.
CRrAPO, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr.
GRAHAM, Mr. ScoTT of South Carolina,
Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. DAINES, Mr. CRAMER,
Mr. KING, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. INHOFE,
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. KELLY, Mr. WICKER, Mr.
BARRASSO, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
PETERS, Mr. CARDIN, Ms. CANTWELL,
and Ms. HIRONO) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 562

Whereas the United States proudly recog-
nizes agriculture as one of the most
impactful industries of the United States,
and acknowledges the countless women who
help agriculture prosper both at home and
abroad;

Whereas there are more than 1,200,000 fe-
male agricultural producers in the United
States, making up more than a third of the
agricultural producers in the United States;

Whereas, in 2017, farms operated by women
in the United States sold $148,000,000,000 in
agricultural products, accounting for 38 per-
cent of the total agriculture sales in the
United States for that year;

Whereas, in addition to leading farming
operations, women working in agriculture
make a difference across the United States
in various commodity and industry fields,
such as research and development, manufac-
turing, sales and distribution, agricultural
education, agribusiness and advocacy, which
extends benefits to individuals across the
globe through the international trade of the
United States;

Whereas the United States recognizes that
women are vital in fostering the next genera-
tion of the agricultural workforce by pro-
moting STEM and agricultural education
and entrepreneurial and community initia-
tives and by serving as mentors for 4-H, FFA,
the Cooperative Extension System, and nu-
merous postsecondary agricultural science
educator programs;

Whereas March is National Women’s His-
tory Month; and

Whereas female professionals, instructors,
and leaders in the agricultural field should
be celebrated for their efforts during Na-
tional Ag Week, which takes place between
March 21 and March 25, 2022: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 24, 2022, as ‘‘National
Women in Agriculture Day’’;
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